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scientific congress, under the practical control
of Ferdinand de Leseps, decided that the
canal should be located on the Panama route,
and that it should be a sea-level canal with-
out locks. The organization pf the first
French company took place immediately aft-
er the adjournment of the congress. It was
called the 'Compagnie Universelle du Canal
Interoceanique,' and Ferdinand de Lesseps
was elected its president. Operations were be-
gun upon a large scale in 1883. Work on the
canal was vigorously prosecuted until 1889,
when the company became bankrupt. The
entire property of the canal company was
put in charge of a liquidator, and remained
in his hands until 1894, when the new Pana-
ma Canal Company was organized and took
over the assets of the old company.

January, 1906, reported hi favor of a sea-
level canal at Panama, by a vote of eight to
five, the minority at the same time submit-
ting a proposed plan for a lock canal. The
lock plan received the support of the Secre-
tary of War and the President. The latter
submitted that plan to Congress, with argu-
ments in favor of it, and it was finally adopt-
ed by both the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives. On Feb. 26, 1907, Col. George
W. Goethals of the Engineer Corps, U. S. A^
was placed in full charge, and two other
army engineers were designated to assist hira
The route of the Panama Ship Canal is es-
sentially the same as that of the Panama
Railroad Company. Its total length from
the seven-fathom curve in the Bay of Limon,
at the Caribbean end of the Canal, to the

The Isthmus of Panama.

The conflicting claims, put forth by the
advocates of different proposed routes for a
ship canal across the Central American isth-
mus, led to the creation of the first Isthmian
Canal Commission by Act of Congress of
March 3, 1899. This commission was charged
with the duty of determining the most prac-
ticable and feasible route for a ship canal.
It reported on Nov. 16, 1901, in favor of the
Nicaragua route. When news of this report
reached Paris it caused a reorganization of
the New Panama Canal Company, and under
resolution passed at a general meeting of the
stockholders, the new management was au-
thorized to sell to the United States Govern-
ment all its properties, rights, and conces-
sions for the sura of $40,000,000, the value of
the property as estimated by the Isthmian
Canal Commission in its first report. The
second Isthmian Canal Commission assumed
office in March, 1904, and was charged with
the actual construction of the Canal and with
the government of the Canal Zone, under
the direction of the Secretary of War. An In-
ternational Board of Consulting Engineers
visited the Canal in October, 1905, and in

seven-fathom curve at the Pacific end is
nearly 50 m. The average width of the Ca-
nal is 649 ft., and the Tmn-HTnmn width 300
ft. The minimum depth of the approach
channel at the Caribbean terminus is 41 ft.;
the approach channel at the Pacific entrance
has a minfTrmm depth of 45 ft. below mean
sea level. The width of both these approach
channels reaches 500 ft. The deep approach
channel at the Panama end of the Canal is
about 4 miles long, and leads out into Pan-
ama Bay, to deep water immediately to the
west of the islands of Perico and Flamenco.
The distance between shore lines of the Isth-
mus on the route of the Canal is about 41 Yz
miles.

In entering the Canal from the Atlantic
side, a ship proceeds from deep water in
Limon Bay to Gatun locks. Passing into the
locks, 0.78 of a mile in length, the ship is
carried up to an elevation of 8$ ft. above
sea level in three lifts to the level of the
water in Gatun Lake. Thence for a distance
of 16 m. the channel is from 1000 to 800 ft.
in width to San Pablo; thence to Juan
Grande (3.8 m.), through a channel 800 ft.